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The BILL (with the Amendments) to Explain and Amend 
the Laws touching the Elections of Members to ſerve 
for the Commons in Parliament, and to reſtrain the 
Pariiality, and regulate the Conduct, of Returning 
Officers at ſuch Elections. 


The Parts of the Bill which the Committee left out, are included within Red 
Brackets 


What the 1 filled up the Blanks with, or inſerted in the Bill, are 
printed in Red Characters. | | | 

The Clauſes added by the Committee are in Red Characters, and inſerted as 
followeth : Clauſe A in Fol. 16. B in Fol. 5. C in Fol. 9. D in Fol. 10. 
E in Fol. 15. F in Fol: 13. G Fol. 11. II and I in Fol. 13. 
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oereas many Returning Officers of Members 
do ſerve for the Commons in Parliament have 
of late preſumed to act in a moſt partial and 
arbitrary manner, contrary to natural Juſtice, 
and the Law of the Land, ſometimes upon 
$2 falſe Pretences of exerciſing their Judgment, 
with which they are furniſhed from ſeveral 
Defects in the Laws, as they now ſtand, and ſometimes without 
any Pretence at all, encouraged thereto from Hopes of Impu- 
nity, by reaſon that the Laws in being have in many Inſtances 
provided no Puniſhment for ſuch Offences ; and in other Inſtances, 
where Penalties are provided, it has been found by Experience, 
from the manner in which. they are to be ſued, for to be ex- 
tremely difficult, and ſcarcely poſſible, to recover them: 
And whereas it is of the utmoſt Importance to the Preſerva- 
tion of our happy Conſtitution, that this growing Abuſe ſhould 


be timely and effectually prevented: Fo2 Remedy thereof, Be 
it Enacted, e 


By the KING's Moſt Excellent MA EST. 


By and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 

and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after the 
a . A 15 | 


Twenty- 
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Twenty-fifth Day of dug One thoutand Seven hundred and 
Forty-two, upon every Election to be made within that Part of 
Great Britain called England, of any Knight or Knights of a 
Shire to ſerve in Parliament, every Freeholder, (inſtead of the 
Oath or Affirmation preſcribed to be taken by an Act of Parlia- 
ment made in the Tenth Year of the Reign of her late Majeſty 
Queen Anne, intituled, An Af for the more effectual preventing 
fraudulent Conveyances, in order to multiply Votes for electing 
Knights of Shires to ſerve in Parhament) before he is admitted to 
poll at the faid Election, ſhall (if required by the Candidates, or 
any of them, or any other Perſon, having a Right to vote at the 
ſaid Election) firſt take the Oath (or being one of the People 
called Quakers, the ſolemn Affirmation) following, viz. 


4 U ſhall fwear (or being one of the People called Quakers, 
Nu ſhall ſolemnly affirm) That you are a Freebolder in the 
County of | and have a Freehold Eftate conſiſting of 
a (ſpecifying the Nature of ſuch 
Freehold Eſtate, whether Meſſuage, Land, Rent, Tythe, or what 
elſe) lying or being at in the County 
of of the clear yearly Value of Forty *hillinss, over and 
above all Rents, | Aſſeſſments | or Charges payable out of, or in 
reſpect of the ſame, and that you have been in the actual Poſſeſhon 
or Receipt of the Renis and Projits thereof, for your own Uſe, 
above Twelve Calendar Months (or that the ſame came to you within 
the Time aforeſaid, by Deſcent, Marriage, Marriage Settlement, 
Dewiſe, or Preſentation to a Benefice in a Church, or by Prome- 
tion to an Office); and that ſuch Freehold Eſtate has not been made 
or granted to you fraudulently, on purpoſe to qualify you. to give 
your Vote at this Election, and that the Place of your Abode is at 
5 7 and that 
you are T wenty-one Years of Age, as you believe; and that you 
have not been polled before at this Electiox. 


Which Oath (or ſolemn Affirmation) the Sheriff by himſelf, his 
Under-Sheriff, or ſuch ſworn Clerk or Clerks as ſhall be by him 
appointed for the taking of the Poll, is hereby required to admi- 
niſter; and in caſe any Freeholder, or other Perſon, taking the 
ſaid Oath or Affirmation hereby appointed, ſhall thereby commit 
wiltul Perjficy, and be thereof convicted; or if any Perſon do 
unlawfully and corruptly procure or ſuborn any Freeholder, or 
other Perſon, to take the ſaid Oath, or Affirmation, in order to 
be polled, whereby he ſhall commit ſuch wilful Perjury, and 
Wall be thereof convicted, he and they, for every ſuch Offence, 
Gall incur the like Pains and Penalties as are in and by one Act 
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of Parliament made in the Fifth Year of the Reign of the late 
Queen Elizabeth, (intituled, An Act for puniſhins ſuch Perſons as 
ſhall procure or commit wilful Perjury) Enacted againſt 1 0 
thall commit wilful Perjury, or ſuborn or procure any Perſon to 
_ any wilful and corrupt Perjury, contrary to the ſaid 
And whereas by the ſaid Act made in the Tenth Year of the 
Reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, it is Enacted as follows, 
videlicet, That from and after the Firſt Day of May, which was 
in the Year of our Lord One thouſand Seven hundred and Ten, 
no Perſon ſhould vote for the electing of any Knight of a Shire 
within that Part of Great Bretain called England, in reſpect or 
in right of any Lands or Tenements, which have not been 
charged or aſſeſſed to the publick Taxes, Church Rates, and 
Pariſh Duties, in ſuch Proportion as other Lands or Tenements 
of Forty Shillings per Annum, within the ſame Pariſh or Town- 
ſhip where the ſame ſhall lie or be, are uſually charged: | 
And whereas by an Act made in the Thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of his preſent Majeſty, (intituled, An Act for more effect- 
 ually preventing fraudulent Qualifications of Perſons to vote as 
 Preeholders in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament for 
ſuch Cities and Towns as are Counties of themſelves, in that Part 
of Great Britain called England) the ſaid Proviſion is extended 
to ſuch Lands or Tenements, for or in reſpect of which any 
Perſon ſhall vote for the Election of any Member to ſerve in 
Parliament for any City or Town, being a County of itſelf, in 
that Part of Great Britain called England: Be it Enacted, by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid Acts as diſables 
any Perſon to vote in reſpect or in right of any Lands or Tene- 
ments, which have not been charged and aſſeſſed, as therein 
mentioned, ſhall from and after the faid Twenty-fifrh Day of 
Auguſt One thoufand Seven hundred and Forty-two, be, and is 
hereby repealed. | | 
And be it kurther Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That from 
and after the ſaid Twenty- fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Forty-two, no Perſon ſhall vote in any ſuch Election, 
without having a Freehold Eſtate in the County, for which he votes, 
of the clear yearly Value of Forty Shillings, over and above all Rents 
Rates, Affeſſments] or Charges, payable out of, or in reſpect of 
the ſame, or without having been in the actual Poſſeſſion of, or 
in Receipt of the Rents and Profits thereof, for his own Uſe, 
above Twelve Calendar Months, unleſs the ſame came to him 
within the Time aforeſaid, by Deſcent, Marriage, . 
Settlement, Deviſe, or Preſentation to a Benefice in a Churc : 
or by Promotion to an Office, or ſhall vote in reſpect or in * 
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of any Freehold Eſtate, which was made or granted to him frau- 
dulently on purpoſe to qualify him to give his Vote, or ſhall 
vote more than once at the ſame Election; and if any Perſon 
ſhall vote in any ſuch Election contrary to the true Intent and 
Meaning hereof, he ſhall forfeit to every Candidate for whom 
fach Vote ſhall not have been given, the Sum of Forty Pounds, 
to be recovered by him or them, his or their Executors or Ad- 
miniſtrators, together with full Coſts of Suit, by Action of 
Debt, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, 
wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, Wager of Law, Privilege, or Im- 
parlance, ſhall be admitted or allowed; and in every ſuch Action 
the Proof ſhall [ wholly ] lie on ſuch Perſon againſt whom the 
ſame is brought, unleſs the Fact, on which ſuch Action is ground- 
ed, be the having polled more than once at the fame Election. 

73 always, Thar in caſe the Plaintiff in any ſuch Action 
ſhall diſcontinue the fame, or be Nonſuited, or a Verdict paſs 
againſt him, that then in any of the ſaid Caſes, the Perſon againſt 
whom ſuch Action ſhall have been brought, ſhall have his full 
Coſts. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid Twenty- fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, at every ſuch Election, within 
that Part of Great Britain called England, the Sheriff, or in his 
Abſence, his Under-ſheriff, or ſuch as he ſhall depute, ſhall 
make or erect, or cauſe to be made or erected, (at the Expence 
of the faid Candidates) ſuch Number of Booths or Places for 
taking the Poll, as the Candidates, or any of them, ſhall deſire, 
ſo as the ſame do not exceed the Number of the Hundreds in 
the ſaid County; and fhall affix, or cauſe to be affixed, on the 
moſt publick Part of each of the ſaid Booths, or Polling-places, 
the Name of the Hundred or Hundreds, for which ſuch Booth, 
or Polling-place, is allotted and defigned, 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar 
in caſe any Sheriff, Under-ſheriff, or Clerk appointed to take 
the Poll at any of the ſaid Booths or Polling-places, ſhall wil- 
fully and knowingly (after Objection made by any of the Can- 
didates, or their Agents) admit any Perſon to vote for any Lands, 
Tenements, or other Freehold Eſtate, not lying or being in the 
Hundred or Hundreds, for which the Booth or Polling-place, 
where he takes the Poll, is allotted and deſigned, (unleſs ſuch 
Lands, Tenements, or Eſtate, lie or be in ſome Town Corporate, 
or other Place, not contained] in any Hundred of the ſaid County) 
he ſhall for every ſuch Offence torteit the Sum of Forty Pounds 
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to every Candidate for whom ſuch Vote ſhall not have been 
given, to be recovered as aforeſaid. EZ 

And be it further Enacted, by the Avtho.ity aforeſaid, That 
the Sheriff, or in his Abſence, his Under-ſherift, or ſuch as he 
ſhall depute, ſhall at every ſuch Election allow a Cheque-Book 
for each Candidate, to be kept by their reſpective Inſpectors, at 
every Place where the Poll for ſuch Election ſhall be taken or 
carried on. 

And whereas by an Act made in the Seventh Year of the Reign 
of King William the Third, (intituled, An Act ef the further 
regulating Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, and for 
the preventing irregular Proceedings of the Sheriffs, and other O 
cers, in the elefting and returning ſuch Members) it is Enacted, 
That upon every Election to be made of any Knight or Knights 
of the Shire, the Sheriff of the County, where ſuch Election ſhall 
be made, ſhall proceed to Election at the next County Court, un- 
leſs the fame fall out to be held within Six Days after the Receipt 
of the Wrir, or upon the ſame Day, and then ſhall adjourn the 
ſame Court to ſome convenient Day ; giving Ten Days Notice of 
the Time and Place of Election: And whereas Sheriffs have fre- 


quently in ſuch Caſes, where the County Court fell out to be held 


within Six Days after the Receipt of the Writ, or upon the ſame 
Day, made long Adjournments of the ſame, in order to delay pro- 
ceeding to Election: Fo Remedy thereof fo2 the future, Be it 
Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and after the 
faid Twenty-fiſch Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Forty-two, no Sheriff ſhall in ſuch Caſe take upon himſelf 
to adjourn ſuch Court for longer than Sixteen Days; any Law, 
Uſage, or Cuſtom, to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And whereas by an Act made in the Sixth Year of the Reign 
of his preſent Majeſty, (intituled, An Ac to Explain and Amend 
an Alt mage in the Seventh and Eighth Years of the Reicn of King 
William the Third, 1ntituled, An Act for the further regulating 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, and for the pre- 
venting irregular Proceedings of Sheriffs, and other Officers, in 
the Electing and Returning ſuch Members, fo far as the ſame 
relates to the holding of County Courts) it is among other things 
Enacted, That no County Court whatſoever held in England, 
ſhall be adjourned to a Monday, a Friday, or Saturday; and 
that all and every ſuch Adjournment and Adjournments, and all 


and every Act and Deed done or performed at ſuch Courts fo 
2cdjourned, ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be utterly 


nuil and void, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever: 
And wher995 the ſame has been found inconvenient, 'BY it 
therckoze Cnacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and 
aſter 
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after the ſaid Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Forty-two, ſo much of the faid Act as is herein 
before recired, ſhall be, and is hereby, repealed. 

And whereas by the ſaid Act made in the Seventh Year of the 
Reign of King William the Third, it is among other Things 
Enacted, that the ſeveral Writs for Election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, ſhall be delivered to the proper Officer to whom 
the Execution thereof doth belong or appertain, and to no other 
Perſon whatſoever; and that ſuch Officer ſhall forthwith, upon 
Receipt of the Writ, make out the Precept or Precepts to each 
Borough, Town Corporate, Port or Place within his Juriſdiction, 
where any Member or Members are to be elected; and fhall by 
himſelf or proper Agent deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, ſuch 
Precept or Precepts to the proper Officer of every ſuch Borough, 
Town Corporate, Port or Place within his Juriſdiction, to whom 
the Execution of ſuch Precept doth belong or appertain, and to 
no other Perſon whatſoever, under the Penalty of Five hundred 
Pounds for every wilful Offence, to be forfeited to the Party ag- 
grieved: And whereas che ſaid Penalty has by Experience been 
found inſufficient to anſwer the ſaid good Intention of the above- 
recited Part of the ſaid Act, in reſpe& to the Delivery of the 


o 


Precept to the proper Officer: And whereas ic has been doubted 


what Perſons are intitled to recover the ſaid Penalties or Forfeit- 
urts for ſuch Offence: Foꝛ Remedy theresf, Be it Enacted, b 

the Authority aforeſaid, That every Sheriff, Under-ſheriff, . 
ether Perſon in that Part of Great Britain called England, to 
whom the Execution of ſuch Writ of Election doth belong, who 
ſhall wilfully and knowingly neglect or refuſe, by himſelf or pro- 
pet Agent, to deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, within the Time 
by Law required, ſuch Precept or Precepts to the proper Officer 
or Officers of every ſuch Borough, Town Corporate, Port or 
Place within his Juriſdiction, to whom the Execution of ſuch 

Precept doth belong or appertain, ſhall for every ſuch Offence, 
inſtead of rhe Penalty or Forfeiture to which he is made liable by 
the laid Act, forfeit the Sum of Five hundred Pounds to. ſuch 
proper Officer or Officers as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him or 
the „ his or their Executors or Adminiſtrators, rogether wich 
ſall Coſts of Suit (and for which he or they may ſue by Action 
of Debt, Bill, Plaine, or Information, in any of his Majeſty's 
Courts of Record at Weſtmin/ter, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, 
Wager of Law, Privilege or Imparlance, ſhall be admitted or 
allowed); and ſhall, ſuffer Imptiſonment for the Space of Si: 


Calendar Months, without Bail or Nr . 
And whereas by an Act made in the Thirty-fifth Year of che. 


Reign of King Henry the Eighth (intituled, The Bill for Knights 


and 
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and Burgeſſes in Wales, concerning the Payment of their Fees 
and Wages) it is (among other Things) Enacted, That the 
Burgeſſes of all and every the Boroughs, Cities and Towns in 
the Twelve Shires within Wales, and the County of Monmouth, 
which be and ſhall be contributary to the Payment of the Burgeſſes 
Wages of the Shire Towns, in the ſaid Twelve Shires in Wales, and 
in the ſaid County of Monmouth, ſhall be lawfully admoniſhed by 
Proclamation, or otherwiſe, by the Mayors, Bailiffs, and other 
Head Officers of the ſaid Towns, or by One of them, to come and 
to give their Elections for the electing the ſaid Burgeſſes at ſuch 
Time and Place lawful and reaſonable, as ſhall be aſſigned for the 
ſame Intent by the ſaid Mayors, Bailiffs, and other Head Officers 
of the ſaid Shire Towns, or by One of them : And whereas che 
aboye-recited Part of the ſaid Act has, by Experience, been found 
inſufficient to anſwer the Intentions of the ſame: Fo Remedy 
thereof, Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That from 
and after the ſaid Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, all and every the Mayors, Bai- 
lifs, and other Head Officers of the Shire Towns, in the 
Twelve Shires in Wales, and in the County of Monmouth, ſhall 
give Four Days Notice at leaſt, by Proclamation, or otherwiſe, 
to the Burgeſſes of all and every the other Cities, Boroughs and 
Towns, in the faid Twelve Shires in Wales, and in the ſaid 
County of Monmouth, who have a Right to vote in the Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid Shire Towns, to 
come and give their Votes at the Days 1 by the faid 
Mayors, Bailiffs, and other Head Officers of the ſaid Shire Towns 
for ſuch Elections; and that every ſuch Mayor, Bailiff, or other 
Head Officer, who ſhall wilfully and knowingly neglect or refuſe, 
by himſelf or proper Agent, to give ſuch Notice as aforefaid, ſhall, 
for 8 ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Five hundred Pounds, 
io the 

rough or Town, not receiving Notice as aforeſaid, to be recovered 
by him or them, his or their Executots or Adminiſtrators, by 
Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, as aforeſaid. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid Twenty-fifth Dy of Auguſi One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, every Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, and 
other Preſiding and Returning Officer of any City, Borough, or 
Town, being a County of itſelf, or having a Right to elect a 
Member or Members to Parliament, by virtue of the Writ iſſuing 
out of Chancery, without any Precept thereupon, within that Part 
of Great Britain called England, ſhall forthwith, upon the Receipt 
of the Writ for Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament far 
ſuch City, Borough, or 'Town, cauſe publick Notice to be 8 

| | o 


ayor, Bailiffs, or other Head Officers of ſuch City, Bo- 
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of the Time and Place of Election, and ſhall proceed to Election 


_ thereupon within the Space of Eight Days next after his Receipt 


of the ſame Writ, and give Four Days Notice at leaſt of the Day 
appointed for the Election. | | 1 | 
And whereas of late Years many Perſons have arbitrarily and 
illegally taken upon themſelves to act as Preſiding and Returning 
Officers at Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, knowing 
they had no Right ſo to do; Fo Remedy thereof, Be it Enacted, 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid Twenty- 
fifth Day of Augy/? One thouſand Seven hundred and Forty-two, 
every ſuch Perſon, who ſhall take upon himſelf to act as Preſiding 
Officer at ſuch Election, knowing he has no Right ſo to do, where 
any other Perſon, legally intitled, claims or demands to preſide at 
ſuch Election, or who ſhall wilfully and knowingly, without 
Right, take upon himſelf the Execution of ſuch Precept, where 
any other Perſon, legally intitled, claims or demands the Execu- 
tion thereof, ſhall forfeir to ſuch Perſon or Perſons, who is or 
are legally intitled to be the Preſiding Officer or Officers at 
ſuch Election, or who is or are the proper Othcer or Officers to 
whom the Execution of ſuch Precept doth belong, the Sum of 
Five hundred Pounds, together with full Coſts of Suit (and for 
which he or they may ſue by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or In- 
formation, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, 
wherein no Effoign, Proteftion, Wager of Law, Privilege, or 
Imparlance, ſhall be admitted or allowed); and ſhall ſuffer Im- 
priſonment for the Space of Six Calendar Months, without Bail 
or Mainprize, and ſhall for ever after be diſabled to hold, exerciſe 
and enjoy any Office or Franchiſe, to which he then ſhall, or at 
any time afterwards may, be intitled as a Member of any City, 
Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, as effectually as if he 
was naturally dead, | H 2 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid 'Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſan 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for any Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Portreve, or other Preſiding Offi- 
cer of any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Porr, 
within that Part of Great Britain called England, or any Clerk 
appointed and ſworn by Authority of this Act to take the Poll at 
any Election of any Member or Members to ſerve in Parliament 
ſor any ſuck City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, at 
the Requeſt of any of the Candidates, or their Agents, to examine 
any Perſon demanding to poll at ſuch Election, upon Oath, or, 
being a Quaker, upon his ſolemn Affirmation, which Oath or 
Affirmation ſuch Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Portreve, or other Pre- 
fading Officer, or any Clerk appointed and ſworn by Authority | 
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of this Act to take the Poll at any ſuch Election as aforeſaid, is 
hereby authorized and required to adminiſter to all ſuch Queſtions 
as ſhall be propoſed by any of the Candidates, or their Agents, 
touching his Qualification or Right of Voting at ſuch Election; 
and ſuch Perſon convicted of 1yilful Periurv in his Examination 
rouching his Qualification or Right of Voting, or any Perſon 
convicted of ſuborning any ſuch Perſon to commit ſuch wilful 
Perjury as aforeſaid, ſhall incur the like Pains and Penalties, as 
are, by the faid Act made in the Fifth Year of the Reign of the 


late Queen Elisabeth, enacted againſt all ſuch, who ſhall com- 
mit wilful Perjury, or ſubo 


\ orn or procure any Perſon to commit 
any wilful and corrupt Perjury. | | 
And be it Enacted, by 5 Authority aforeſaid, That from 
and after the ſaid Twenty- fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand Se- 
ven hundred and Forty-two, no Citizen, Freeman, Burgeſs, or 
other Perſon claiming to vote at ſuch Election, who ſhall refuſe 
to be examined, and to anſwer upon Oath (or being a Quaker, 
upon folemn Affirmation) to all or any reaſonable Queſtionspro- 
poied by any of the Candidates, touching his Qualification or 
Right of Voting, or who ſhall appear, by his own Anſwers upon 
Oath (or being a Quaker, 9 ſolemn Affirmation) not to be 
legally qualified to vote, ſhall be admitted to vote, or be polled, 
at ſuch Election. LE | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That in 
caſe any Quaker ſhall be convicted of wilfully and falſly affirming 
or declaring any Matter or Thing touching his Qualification or 
Right of Voting, which, if the ſame had been in the uſual Form 
of an Oath, would have amounted to wilful Perjury, every ſuch 
Quaker ſo offending, and every Perſon convicted of ſuborning any 
ſuch Quaker falſly and corruptly to affirm or declare any ſuch 
Matter or Thing, ſhall incur the ſame Penalties and Forfeitures 
as are herein before enacted againſt Perſons convicted of wilful 
Perjury, or of Suborning any Perſon to commit any wilſul and 
corrupt Perjury. | 
ID ꝛ0bidch aways, Thar this Act ſhall not extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to impower any Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Port- 
reve, or other Preſiding Officer of any City, Borough, Town 
Corporate, or Cinque Port, within that Part of Great Britain 
called England, or any Clerk appointed and ſworn by Authority 
of this Act to take the Poll at any Election of any Member or 


Members to ſerve in Parliament for any ſuch City, Borough, 


Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, to examine upon Oath, any 
erſon demanding to Poll at any ſuch Election, for or in reſpect 


of Burgage Tenure, or any Freehold, Meſſuages, Lands or 


Tenements ; any thing herein contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. | | | 
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D Aud be it further CEnacteg, by che Authority aforeſaid, Tha: 
from and after the faid Twenty- fifth Day of Auguſt One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Forty-two, every Perſon demanding to 
vote for the Election of any Member to ſerve in Parliament for 
any City, or Town being a County of itſelf in that Part of 
Great Britain called Enz/znd, tor or in reſpect of any Freehold 
Eſtate, ſhall, before he is admitted to poll at the ſaid Election, 
(if required by the Candidates, or any of them, or any Perſon 
having a Right to vote at the ſaid Election) firſt take the Oath 
(or being a Quaker, the ſolemn Affirmation) following; videlices, 


YOU fhall j:r-or,. (or being a Quaker, D jail folemniy air) 


that you are a Þ'reenotder in | aud have u Free- 
hold Eſlate conſiſting of (ſpecifying the Nature of 
fuch Freehold Eſtate, whether Meſſuage, Land, or what elſe) Vying 
or being in the Pariſh of in the ſaid City or Town, 


(as the Cafe may be) of the clear yearly Value of Forty Shillings, cver 
and above all Rents and Charges payable cut of or in reſpect of the 
fame; and that you bave been in the actual Poſſeſſion or Receipt of 
the Rents and Profits thereof jor your own Uſe above Twelve Calen— 
dar Months (or that the ſam? came to you within the Time aforeſaid 
y Deſcent, Marriage, Marriage-Settlement, Deviſe or Promotion 
to a Benefice in a Church, or by Promotion to an Office); and that 
fuch Freehold Eftate has not beer made or granted to you fraudu- 
lently, on Purpoſe to qualify you 70 give your Vote at this Election; 
and the Place of your Abode is at 7, 

and that you are Twenty-one Years of Age, as you believe, and that 
nou have not been polled before at this Election. 


Which Oath (or folemn Affirmation) the Sheriff, Mayor, or other 
treſiding Officer of any ſuch City, or Town being a County of 
itſelf, or ſuch ſworn Clerk, or Clerks, as ſhall be by him appointed 

for taking the Poll, is hereby required to adminiſter. | | 
And whereas in great Cities, Boroughs, and Towns, from the 
Number of Voters, it has been found inconvenient to have but 
One [ Booth or] Place for taking the Poll; Fo2 Remedy thereof, 
Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may 
be lawful to and for every Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Portreve, or other 
Preſiding Officer of any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or 
Cinque Port, within that Part of Great Britain called England, 
by and with the Conſent of all the Candidates, or their Agents, 
and not otherwiſe, to appoint ſuch Number of Places and Clerks 
for taking the Poll, as ſhall be agreed upon between him and 
them; which Clerks | ſhall all take the ſaid Poll in the Preſence 
of the ſaid Sheriff, Mayor, or other Preſiding Officer, and, j before 
they begin to take the ſaid Poll, ſhall, by the faid Sheriff, Mayor, 
| or 


[ x1 ] 

or other Preſiding Officer, be ſworn truly and indifferently to take 
the ſame Poll, and to fer down the Names of each Vater, not 
claiming to vote for or in reſpect of any Freehold Eſtate, and for 
whom he ſhall you and to poll no Voter, uot clalming to vote for 
or in reſpect of any Freehold Eſtate; who is not ſworn, if fo 
Tequired, to make true Anſwer to all ſuch Queſtions as ſhall be 
propoſed to him by any of the Candidates, or their Agents, 
touching his Qualification or Right of Voting, or who ſhall, upon 
Objection made by any of the Candidates, | or their Agents, | 
appear, by his own Anſwers, not to be legally qualified to vote at 
ſuch Election; which Oath of the ſaid Clerks the ſaid Sheriff, 
Mayor, or other Preſiding Officer, is hereby impowered to ad- 
miniſter, 

PDꝛobided always, and be it further Enacted, by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That from and after the faid 'T'yrenty-fifth 
Day of Auguſt One thouſand Seven hundred and Forty-two, at 
every Election of any Member to ſerve in Parliament for any 
City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, within thar 
Part of Great Britain called England, it ſhall and may be lawful 


to and for each Candidate to nominate and appoint One Perſon 


or Agent to attend at each Place for taking the Poll, where ke is 
not himſelf perſonally preſent, and to examine on his Behalf, and 
in his Stead, any Perſon demanding to poll at ſuch Election, and 
to make Objections in his Name, where any Perſon ſhall appear, 
by his own Anſwers upon Oath (or being a Quaker, upon ſolemn 
Affirmation) not to be legally qualified to vote at ſuch Election: 
And in like manner it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any of 
the Electors, who ſhall demand a Poll for any Perſon nor there 
reſent, to nominate and appoint One Perſon or Agent to attend 
at each Place for taking the Poll, and ro examine, and ro make 
| Objections, as aforeſaid, on the Behalf, and in the Name and 
Stead of ſuch Perſon, for whom a Poll ſhall be fo demanded as 
aforeſaid ; which Examinations and Objections are hereby enacted 
and required to be taken and confiderd as made by the reſpective 
Candidates or Perſons, for whom a Poll ſhail be demanded as 
aforeſaid, within the true Intent and Meaning of this Act; an 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding; ſuch No- 
mination or Appointment being made in Writing under the 
Hand of ſuch Candidate, or ſuch Elector or Electors reſpectively 
as aforeſzid. | | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid Twenty- fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
de ven hundred and Forty-rwo, no Perſon ſhall vote as a Free- 
holder for the Election of any Member to ſerve in Parliament for 
any City, or Town being a County of itſelf, in that Part ar Great 
5 ritain 
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Britain called England, without having a Freehold Eſtate in ſuch 
City or Town, for which he votes, of the clear yearly Value of Fort» 
Shillings, over and above al] Rents, Rates, Aﬀeſiments | or 
Charges payable out of, or in reſpect of the ſame, or without hav- 
ing been in the actual Poſſeſſion, or in the Receipt, of the Rents 
and Profits thereof for his own Uſe, above Twelve Months (unleſs 
the ſame came to him within the Time aforeſaid by Deſcent, Mar- 
riage, Marriage Settlement, Deviſe, | Preſentation, or Promotion 
to a Benefice in a Church, or Promotion to an Office); or ſhall 
vote in reſpect or in right of any Freehold Eſtate, which was made 
or granted to him fraudulently, on purpoſe to qualify him to give. 
his Vote: And if any Perſon ſhall vote in any ſuch Election, con- 
trary to the true Intent and Meaning hereof, or if any Perſon not 
8 to vote for or in reſpect of any Freehold Eſtate, ſhall vote 
at any Election of any Member or Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, 
within that Part of Great Britajn called England, who ſhall 
refuſe to be examined, and to anſwer upon Oath, (or being a 
Quaker, upon ſolemn Affirmation) to all or any Queſtions pro- 
poſed by any of the Candidates, rouching his Qualification or 
Right of Voting, or who ſhall appear, by his own Anſwers upon 
Oath or Affirmation, not to be legally qualified to vote at ſuch 
Election; or if any Perſon, claiming to vote for or in reſpect of 
any Freehold Eſtate, ſhall vote at any ſuch Election for any City, 
or Town being a County of itſelf, who ſhall refuſe to take the 
Oath (or being a Quaker, the ſolemn Affirmation) required to be 
taken by this Act, or who ſhall not have a Freehold Eſtate ſuſſi- 
cient to qualify him to give his Vote at ſuch Election; or if any 
Perſon all vote more than once art the ſame Election, he ſhall 
forfeit to every Candidate, for whom ſuch Vote ſhall not have 
been given, the Sum of Forty Pounds, to be recovered by him or 
them, his or their Executors or Adminiſtrators, together with fall 
Coſts of Suit, by Action of Debt, as aforeſaid; and in every ſuch 
Action the Proof ſhall | wholly ] lie on ſuch Perſon againſt 
whom the ſame is brought, unleis the Fact, on which ſuch Action 
is grounded, be the having refuſed to take the Oath (or Afirma- 
tion) required by this Act, or to be examined, and to anſwer upon 
Oath, (or being a Quaker, upon ſolemn Affirmation) to all or 
any Queſtions touching his Qualification or Right of Voting, or 
the having voted, where he appeared, by his own Anſwers upon 
Oath or Affirmation, not to be legally qualified to vote, or the 
having polled more than once at the ſame Election. 

Pꝛovided always, That in caſe the Plaintiff in any ſuch Action 
ſhall diſcontinue the ſame, or be Nonſuited, or a Verdict paſs 
againſt him, thar chen, in any of the ſaid Caſes, the Perſon againſt 


whom 


BER 
how ſuch Action ſhall have been brought, ſhall have his {11 
Co | 


And be {{ farther Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


from and after the ſaid Twenty-fifth Day of Angi One cho H 


and Seven hundred and Forty- two, at every Election of any 
Member to ſerve in Parliament for any City, Borovelh, Town 
Corporate, or Cinque Port, within that Part of Great Britain 
called England, where the Right of Voting is in Perſons paying 
Scot and Lot, the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
of every Pariſh withing the fame City, Borough, Town Corpo- 
ate, or Cinque Port, ſome or One of them, ſhall reſpectively 
attend during the whole Time of ſuch Election, with the ſeve- 
ral Books of Rates for the Church and Poor of every ſuch Parith 
reſpectively, and ſhall give free Leave to the Preſiding Officer, 
and to the ſeveral Candidates, or their Agents at ſuch Election, 
to examine and inſpect the ſame: And in cafe any Church- 
warden or Overſeer of the Poor, ſhall wilfully offend againſt rhe 
true Intent and Meaning of this Act, he ſhall forfeit to every Can- 
Aidare, to whoſe Prejudice ſuch Offence thall in any wiſe tend, the 
Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be recovered, together with full Coſts of 
Suit, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of 
his Meieftv's Courts of Record at H/e/tminſter, wherein no E, 
loign, Protection, Wager of Law, or Imparlance, thall he admit- 
red or allowed.  _ . . | | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Portreve, and other Preſiding and 
Returning Officer of any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or 
Cinque Port, within that Part of Great Britain called England, 
_ ſhall, at any Election of any Member or Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, appoint for each Candidate ſuch Perſon as ſuch Can- 
didate ſhall nominate, to be Inſpector of every Clerk, who ſhall 
be appointed to take the Poll, and ſhall allow a Cheque-book for 
each- Candidate, to be kept by ſuch Perſon, ſo nominated as afore- 
ſaid, at every Place where the Poll for ſuch Ele&ion ſhall be taken 
and carried 0n. 

And be it further Znaited, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, every Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Port- 
reve, or other Rerurning Othcer, ſhall publickly fign, ſeal and 
execute the Indenture of Return of any Member to ſerve in Par- 
liament in the fame Place where the Poll for ſuch Election was 
taken, | 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after che ſaid Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thoue 
and Seven hundred and r every Mayor, Bailiff, 
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reve, dr other Retibing Officer of any' City, Borough, Towa 
Corporate, or Cinque Fort, within that Part of Grea? Britain 
called England, ſhall annex the Precept to the Indenture of Re- 
turn, and return the ſame ſo annexed to the Sheriff, or other 
proper Officer, to whom the ſame ought to be returned; and 
the Sheriff, or other proper Officer, ſhall in like manner annex 
the Precept and Indenture of Return to the Writ of Election, 
and return the ſame fo annexed to the Clerk of the Crown. 
And be ft Enacted, That in caſe any Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, 
or other Returning Officer, or any Perſon whatſoever, who ſhall 
preſide at any Election of any Member to ſerve in Parliament 
within that Part of Great Britain called England, and to whom 
the Execution and Return of the Writ or Precept for the Election 
of any Member or Members to ſerve in Parliament, doth of right 
belong, or by whom the ſame is executed or performed, ſhall 
wilfully offend againſt, or act contrary to Law, in any Caſe or 
Inſtance, for which no pecuniary or other Penalty is particularly 
provided by this or any former Act; every ſuch Sheriff, Mayor, 
Bailiff, or other Perſon, ſhall be liable to be profecuted by Infor- 
mation or Indictment in his Majeſty's: Court of King's Bench at 
Weſtminſter, or in the Courts of Great Seſſions for the Principality 
of Wales, or at the Seſſions held for the Counties Palatine of Che- 
fer, Lancaſter, and Durham, or at the Aſſiges for the County, 
City, Town, or Place, where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, 
in which no Notte Prgſegui or Ceſſat Proceſſus ſhall be granted. 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the ſaid Twenty-fifth Day of Auguſt One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Forty-two, every Sheriff, Mayor, Bayliff, 
Portreve, or other Returning Officer, who ſhall at any Election 
of any Member or Members to ſerve in Parliament, without 
Conſent of the Candidates, wilfully and partially clofe the Poll, 
or cauſe the ſame to be cloſed, before all the Voters at ſuch Ele- 


Ction have polled, or have had reaſonable Notice by due Procla- 


amations;' after the laſt Vote received, that che Poll will be cloſed, 
or ſhall wil fully and partially, without reaſonable Ground, refuſe 
or difallow the Vote of any Freeholder claiming to vote at ſuch 
Election of a Knight or Knights for any Shire, within that Part 
of Great Britain called England, who ſhall take, or offer to take, 
the Oath, or being a Quaker, the ſolemn Affirmation, required 
by this Act, or of any Perſon claiming to vote at any ſuch Ele- 
Ction, for any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, 
within that Part of Great Britain called Hngland, who ſhall 
ſwear to (or being a Quaker, ſhall ſolemnly affirm the Truth of 
all ſuch Facts, as ſhew him to be legally qualified to vore, or 
ſhall wilfully and partially admit any Perſon to vote, who ſhall 

| refuſe, 


* 
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refuſe, when required, to take the Oaths (or being a Quaker, 
the ſolemn Affirmations) required by this or any former Statute, 
or who ſhall (upon Objection made by any of the Candidates, 
_ { or their Agents,} ) appear by his own Anſwers, upon Oath, (or 

kong a Quaker, upon ſolemn Affirmation) not to be legally qua- 
lified to vote at ſuch Election, or ſhall diſallow or ſtrike off any 
Vote once received upon the Poll, otherwiſe than upon reaſonable 
Ground, after hearing all the Parties concerned, or giving them an 
Opportunity to be heard, or ſhall make a Return of any Member 
to ſerve in Parliament, contrary to the Majority of Votes received 

upon the Poll, and not difallowed in manner as aforeſaid, ſhall 
forfeit co every Candidate againſt whoſe Intereſt, or to whoſe 

Prejudice, ſuch partial Act or Omiſſion ſhall in any wiſe be, the 
Sum of One hundred Pounds, to be recovered by him or them, 
His or their Executors or Adminiſtrators, together with full Coſts 
of Suit, (and for which he or they may ſue by Action of Debt, 
Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of 
Record at Meſtminſter, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, Wager 
of Law, Privilege or Imparlance, ſhall be admitted or allowed) 
and ſhall alſo ſuffer Impriſonment for the Space of Six Calendar 
Months, without Bail or Mainprize, and ſhall for ever after be 
diſabled to vote at any Election of any Member to ſerve in Par- 
liament, and ſhall alſo be for ever diſabled to hold, exerciſe, or 
enjoy any Office or Franchiſe, to which he then ſhall, or at any 
time aftewards may be intitled as a Member of any City, Borough, 
Tora 8 or Cinque Port, as effectually as if he was natu- 
rally dead. 

| 1:ov\ded always, That in caſe the Plaintiff or Informer in 
any ſuch Action, Suit or Information ſhall diſcontinue the ſame, 
or be Nonſuited, or a Verdict paſs againſt him, that then, in any 
of the ſaid Caſes, the Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, Portreve, or other 
Returning Officer, againſt whom ſuch Action, Suit or Informa- 
non ſhall have been brought, ſhall recover his full Coſts, 

Pꝛovided always, That nothing in this Act contained, ſhall 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to ſubject any Sheriff, Mayor, 

Bailiff, or other returning Officer, to more than One Impriſon- 
ment, for any Offence committed againſt this Act at one and the 
fame Election. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
it ſhall and may be ſufficient for the Plaintiff or Informer, in 
any fach, Action, Suit or Information, to ſet forth in the Deela- 
ration, Bill or Information, that che Defendant is indebted to him 
in the Sum of | | dad ad to alledge 
the particular Offence for which the Action or Suit is brought, 
and that the Defendant did act as Returning Officer, or as * 
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of the Returning Officers, where there were more than One, 
without alledging or proving the Writ of Summons to Parliamenr, 
or the Precept thereupon. | | 

PDꝛovided always, That every Action, Suit or Information, 
given by this Act, ſhall be commenced within the Space of 
One Year after the Fact, upon which the ſame is grounded, ſhall 
have been committed. 

And be it Enaſted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
Marthal of the King's Bench Priſon, and Warden of the Fleet, 
and every other Keeper and Keepers of any Priſon within that 
Part of Great Britain called England, who ſhall wilfully and 
kuowingly permit or ſuffer any Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, or other 
Preſiding or Returning Officer, committed to his Cuſtody for any 
of the Offences aforeſaid, to efcape, or go at large, out of their 
reſpective Priſons, during ſuch Time as he or they ought to be 
confined therein, by virtue of this Act, ſhall fortei: o tuch Fer- 
ſon or Perſons, at whoſe Suit ſuch Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, or 


other Preſiding or Returning Officer, was committed to Priſon, 


his or their Executors or Adminiſtrators, the Sum of I hun 
dred Pounds, to be recovered as aforeſaid ; and in caſe ſuch 
Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, or other Preſiding or Returning Officer, 
ſhall be retaken, or return to his ſaid Priſon, he ſhall ſuffer Im- 
priſonment for the Space of Six Calendar Months, without Bail 
or Mainprize, to be computed from the Time of ſuch Return 
or Retaking as aſoreſaid. 8 1 51 1 5 150 
And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That all the 
Statutes of Jeofails, and Amendments of the Law whatſoever, 
ſhall extend, and be conſtrued to extend, to all Proceedings in any 
Action, Suit or Information, given or allowed by this Act, or 
which ſhall be brought in purſuance thereof. 3 . 
And whereas by en Act of Parliament made in the 


1 
=Y 


Eleveuth 
Year of the Reign of his late Majetty King Geerge, intituled, An 
AE for Regulating Elections within che City of London, and far 
preſerving the Peace, gab Order and Crernment of the jaid Gity, 
ſufficient Proviſion is wade, amongſt other things, for the due 
Election of Members to terve in Parliament for the ſaid City 
Be it therekoꝛe tuccher Enäcted and zovided, Ine nothing 
in this Act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extern, to 
any Election of Members to ferve in Parliament for the aid Guy. 
And whereas, by an Act of Parliament made in the Twelfth 

Year of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, (intituled, 
An Act for the better regulating the Elections of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament for that Part of Great Britain called Scotland) it 
is amongſt other things Enacted, That no Perion or Perſons, 
who have not been inrolled, and voted at former Elections, inall 


upon 


Trad 


upon any Preterce whatſoever, be inrolled, or admitted to vote at 
any Election, except he or they firſt produce a ſufficient Right 
or Title to qualify him or them to vote at that Election, to the 
Satisfaction of the Freeholders formerly inrolled, or the Majority 
of them preſent ; and the Returning Officers are thereby ordained 
to make their Returns of the Perſons elected by the Majority of 
| Freeholders inrolled, and thoſe admitted by them, reſerving always 
the Liberty of objecting againſt the Perſons admitted to, or ex- 
cluded from the Roll as formerly: Be it Enacted, by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid Act as is before re- 
cited, ſhall be, and 1s hereby repealed. CT 3A 


And whereas che Rolls of Elections of Commiſſioners to 


ſerve in Parliament, for the ſeveral Shires and Stewartries within 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, have not in every 
one of the ſaid Shires and Stewartries been made up every Year 
at the Michalmas Head Courts, purſuant to the Directions of an 
Act of Parliament, made in that Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, in the Year One thouſand Six hundred and Eighty-one 
(intituled, An Act concerning the Elections of Commiſſioners for 
Shires) : Fo; Remedy whereof, and the more effectually to carry 
the good Intentions of the ſaid Act into Execution, Be it 
Enacted and Declared, by the Authority aforeſaid, That ſuch 
Perſons as ſtand upon the Roll laſt made up by. the Freeholders, 
whether at the Michaelmas Meeting, or at the laſt Election of a 
Member to ſerve in Parliament, ſhall be the original conſtituent 
Members at their next Michaelmas Meeting, or Meeting for Ele- 
tion, to reviſe the ſaid Roll. | 
Pꝛovided always, and be it Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for any Freeholder ſtand- 
ing upon the Roll, to object to the Title of any Perſon who 
ſtands ar preſent upon the Roll laſt made up, and for that Pur- 
poſe to apply at any time before the Firſt Day of December, 
which ſhafl be in the Year of our Lord One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Forty-three, by ſummary Complaint to the Court of 
Seſſion, who ſhall grant a Warrant for ſuramoning ſuch Perſons 
upon Thirty Days Notice to anſwer, and ſhall proceed in a ſum- 
mary way, to hear and determine upon fuch Complaint; and if 
no ſuch Complaint ſhall be exhibited within the Time aforeſaid, 
then and in that Caſe, no Freeholder, who at preſent ſtands 
upon the Rolls laſt made up, in the ſaid Counties or Stewarties 
reſpectively, ſhall be ſtruck off, or left out of the Roll, except 
upon ſufficient Objections ariſing from the Alteration of that 
Right or Title, in reſpect of which he was inrolled, ſuſtained by 
the other Freeholders ſtanding _ the ſaid Roll. 


And 
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And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if at any 
Michaelmas Meeting, or Meeting for Election, any Perſon claim- 
ing to be inrolled, ſhall by Judgment cf the Freeholders be refuſed 
to be admitted, or if any Perſon who ſtood upon the Roll, ſhall 

by like Judgment be ſtruck off, or left out of the Roll, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for him or them, who is ſo refuſed to be 
admitted, or whoſe Name is fo ſtruck off, or left out of the 
Roll, to apply (fo as ſuch Application be made within Four 
Calendar Months after their being fo refuſed, ſtruck off, or left 
out) by ſummary Complaint to the Court of Seſſion, who ſhall 
grant a Warrant for ſummoning the Perſon or Perſons, upon whoſe | 
Objection or Objections he was refuſed to be admitted, or was 
ſtruck off, or left out, as aforeſaid, upon Thirty Days Notice, 
to anſwer, and ſhall proceed to hear and determine, in a ſum- 
mary way, on ſuch Complaint ; and if any Perſon ſhall be inrol- 
led, whoſe Title ſhall be thought liable to Objection, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for any Freeholder ſtanding upon the ſaid Roll, 
(whether ſuch Freeholder was preſent at the Meeting ar not) who | 
apprehends that ſuch Perſon had not a Right to be inrolled, to 
apply in like manner by Complaint to the Court of Seſſion, fo as 
fuch Applicat on be made within Four Calendar Months after 
{uch Inrollment; and the faid Court, after Service of ſuch Com- 
plaint, on Thirty Days Notice, upon the Perſon ſaid to be wrong- 
fully admitted to the Roll, ſhall, in manner aforeſaid, hear and 
determine; and if no ſuch Complaint ſhall be exhibited within 
the Time aforeſaid, the Freeholder inrolled ſhall Rand and con- 
tinue upon the Roll, until an Alteration of his Circumſtances be 
allowed by the Freeholders at a ſubſequent Michaehngs Meeting, 
or Meeting for Election, as a ſufficient Cauſe for ſtriking or 
leaving him out of the Roll. VV 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if in any 
of the aforeſaid Caſes, the Judgment of the Court of Seſſion ſhall 
alter or reverſe the Determination of the Meeting of the Free- 
holders, by directing, that any Perſon ſhall be added to, or 
expunged from, the Roll of Election, the Sheriff, or Steward's 
Clerk, ſhall, upon preſenting to him the Extract of ſuch Judg- 
ment, forthwith make the Alteration thereby directed in the 
Books that are kept by him; and in caſe of his Refuſal or Delay, 
he ſhall for feit the Sum of One hundred Pounds Sterling, to the 
Perſon in whoſe Favour the Judgment of the Court of Seſſion is 
given, to be recovered by him or his Executors, in the manner 
herein after directed. 5 | 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That to pre- 
vent all Surprize at the Michaelmas Meetings, every Freeholder 
who intends to claim to be inrolled at any ſubſequent Michaelmas 

| 6 Meeting 
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Meeting of che Frecholders, ſhall for the Space of Two Calendar 
Months at the leaſt, before the faid Michaelnias Meeting, leave 
with the Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, a Copy of his Claim, ſet- 
ting forth the Names of his Lands, and-his Titles thereto, and 
Dates thereof, with the old Extent or Valuation, upon which he 
deſires to be inrolled; and in caſe of his Neglect to leave his 
Claim as aforeſaid, he ſhall not be inrolled at ſuch Michaelmas 
Meeting ; and in like manner, whoever intends to object to any 
Freeholder, who ſtands upon the Roll, on account of the Alter- 
ation of his Circumſtances, ſhall at leaſt Two Calendar Months 
before the Michaelmas Meeting, leave his Objections in Writing 
with the Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, as aforeſaid, who is hereby 
required, upon Receipt of the aforeſaid Claim or Objections, to 
indorſe on the Back thereof the Day he received the ſame, and 
alſo ro give a Copy of the aforeſaid Claim or Objections to any 
Perſon who ſhall demand the ſame, upon paying the legal Fee of 
an ordinary Extract of the ſame Length. | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
no Purchaſer, or ſingle Succeſſor, ſhall be inrolled, till Infeoff- 
ment be taken, and Seizin regiſtered, or Charter of Confirmation 
be expede, where Confirmation is neceſſary, One Year before the 
Inrollment; and that any Perſon may be inrolled, though abſent 
at the Time of ſuch Inrollment, provided the Titles and Vouchers 
of his Qualification are produced and laid before the Freeholders, 
And if any Perſon ſhall be choſen a Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for any Shire or Stewartry, within that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, who ſhall not be preſent at the Meeting of Election, 
Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Members to 
ſerve in Parliament, ſo elected, before he takes his Seat in Parlia- 
ment, ſhall take the Oath appointed to be taken by every Free- 
holder who ſhall claim to vote at any Election of a Member to ſerve 
in Parliament, by the Act of the Seventh Year of his preſent 
Majeſty, (intituled, An Act for the better regulating the Election 
of Members to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, fot that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, and for incapacitating the Fudges 
of the Court of Seſſion, Court of Fuſticiary, Barons of the Court of 
Exchequer in Scotland, 7o be elected, or to ſit or vote as Members 
of the Houſe of Commons) before the Lord Steward of his Majeſty's 
Houſhold, or any Perſon or Perſons authorized by him for that 
Effet, which he or they are hereby impowered and required to 
adminiſter; and if a Member to ſerve in Parliament, ſo elected, 


ſhall neglect or refuſe to take the aforeſaid Oath, ſuch Election 
ſhall be void. l | 
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And be it further Enacted, by che Avthority aforeſaid, That 
at the annual Meeting of the Frecholders at Michaelmas, the ori- 
ginal conſtituent Members ſhall be ſuch Perſons only as ſhall ſtand 
upon the Roll that ſhall have been laſt made up, whether at a 
Michaelmas Meeting, or at a Meeting for Election of a Member to 
ſerve in Parliament, and that a Copy ſigned and extracted of the 
Roll made up by the Freeholders, at their Michaelmas Meetings, 
or Meetings for Elections, together with the Minutes of their Pro- 
ceedings at the ſaid Meetings, ſhall. by the reſpective Clerks of 

ſuch Meetings be forthwith delivered to the Sheriff, or Steward's 
Clerk, gratis; and ſhall be inſerted in Books to be kept by the 
ſaid Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, for that Purpoſe, who ſhall forth- 
with deliver Copies of the ſame, extracted and ſigned, to any Free- 
holder who ſhall defire the ſame, paying the legal Fee for an ordi- 
nary Extract of the ſame Length; and ſhall at every ſubſequent 
Meeting at Michaelmas, or Meeting for any Election, produce the 
{aid Books for the Uſe of the Freeholders; and in caſe ſuch She- 
riff, or Steward's Clerk, ſhall neglect or refuſe to enter the afore- 
{aid Rolls of Election, or Minutes of Proceedifigs, into Books ſo 
to be kept for that Purpoſe as aforeſaid, or ſhall neglect or refuſe 
ro give Copies thereof, extracted and figned, or ſhall omit to 
np the Books at any ſubſequent Meeting as aforeſaid, he ſhall 
or every ſuch Ofience jorfeit the Sum of One hundred Pounds 
Sterling to be recovered by any Freeholder within ſuch Shire or 
Stewartry who fhall ſue for the ſame, in ſuch manner as is here- 
after directed : And if the aforeſaid principal Books, containing 
the Rolls and Minutes as aforeſaid, ſhall not be produced at the 
Micbaelmas Meetings, or Meetings for Election, a Copy of the 
ſaid Roll and Minutes, extracted and ſigned by the Sheriff, or 
Steward's Clerk, ſhall be ſufficient ; and if the Sheriff, or Stew- 
ard's Clerk, ſhall give out falſe Copies of the ſaid Roll or Mi- 


nutes extracted and ſigned by him, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence 


torteit the Sura of One hundred Pounds Sterling to the Perſon to 
whom the falſe Copy is given, to be recovered by him, or his 
Executors, in the manner herein after directed, and be for ever 
after incapable of holding or enjoying his ſaid Office, | 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
at every Election of a Commiſſioner to ſerve in Parliament for 
any Shire ar Stewartry, within that Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, the Roll of Electors which ſhall be laſt made up by 
the Freeholders, whether at the Mzchaelmas Meeting, or at the 


laſt Election of a Member to ſerve in Parliament, ſhall be the 


Roll to be called over by the Commiſſioner laſt elected, or in his 


"Abſence, by the Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, in order to the Elec- 


tion 
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tion of Preſes and Clerk, as alſo by the Preſes, aſter he is choſen; 
for the Choice of the Member to ſerve in Parliament, and for the 
Determination of all the Queſtions that ſhall ariſe in the adjuſt- 
ing the Roll, and in the Courſe of the Election, excepting ſo far 
as the ſaid Roll ſhall, after the Meeting is duly conſtituted by the 
Choice of Preſes and Clerk, be altered by Judgment of the Ma- 
jority of the Frecholders ſtanding on that Roll, by leaving out 
thoſe whoſe Circuniitances are altered, and by adding others who 
roduce proper Titles. 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
at every Meeting for an Election of a Commiſſioner to ſerve in 
Parliament, 1f the Commiſſtoner laſt elected, or in his Abſence, 
the Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, ſhall, in the Choice of Preſes and 
Clerk, receive the Vote of any Perſon that does not ſtand upon the 
ſaid Roll, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of 
7, © hundred Pounds Sterling to every Candidate for the Office 
of Preſes or Clerk reſpectively, for whom ſuch Perſon ſhall not 
have given his Vote, to be recovered by him or them, his or their 
Executors reſpectively, in manner herein after directed; or it the 
Commiſſioner laſt elected, or in his Abſence, the Sheriff, or Stew- 
ard's Clerk, ſhall, in the Choice of Preſes or Clerk, not call for, 
or ſhall refuſe, the Vote of any Perſon whoſe Name is upon the 
Roll, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit the like Sum of Three 
»2:.7red Pounds Sterling to the Perſon whoſe Name ſhall not be 
called for, or whoſe Vote ſhall be refuſed, to be recovered by him, 
or his Exccutors, in the manner herein after directed; and if the 
Preſes, after he is chofen, ſhall in the Election of the Member to 
ſerve in Parliament, receive the Vote of any Perſon who does not 
ſtand upon the Roll Soly made up by the faid Meeting, he ſhall 
for every ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Two hundred Pounds 


©3:2:21ng to every Candidate, for whom ſuch Perſon ſhall not have 


given his Vote, to be recovered by him, or his Executors, in the 
manner herein after directed ; or if the Preſes, after he is choſen, 
ſhall, in the Election of the Member to ſerve in Parliament, not 
call for, or ſhall refuſe, the Vote of any Perſon whoſe Name is 
upon the ſaid Roll ſo made up as aforeſaid, he ſhall for every ſuch 
Offence forfeit the like Sum of Two hundred Pounds Sterling to 
the Perſon whoſe Name ſhall not be called for, or whoſe Vote 
ſhall be refuſed, to be recovered by him or his Executors, in the 
manner herein after directed. | 8 

And it is hereby Declared, That in caſe of Equality of Votes 
in the Choice of Preſes and Clerk, the Commiſſioner laſt elected, 
and in his Abſence, any Freeholder preſent, who laſt Epc 
the Shire or Stewartry in any former Parliament, and if no ſuch 


Perſon is prefeat, the Freeholder preſent, who preſided laſt at ary 


F Meeting 
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Meeting for any Election, and in his Abſence, the Freeholder 
who laſt preſided at any Michaeſmas Meeting, and if none of the 
ſaid Perſons ſhall be preſent, the Freeholder, preſent who ſtands 
firſt on the Roll, ſhall, befides their own Votes as Freeholders, 
have the caſting: and determining Vote; and that the Preſes choſen 
ſhall, after his Election, in the Choice of the Comm iſſioner to 
"ſerve in Parliament, and all other Queſtions, where the Votes are 
equal, in like manner, beſides his own Vote as a Freeholder, have 
the: caſting and determining Vote. | : 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authorit aforeſaid, That the 
Perſons choſen to be Preſes and Clerk, by the Majority of the Free- 
holders ſtanding on the ſaid Roll, ſhall be Preſes and Clerk of 
the Meeting for ſuch Election ; and it ſhall not be lawful for any 
Number of Freeholders to ſeparate from the Majority of the Per- 
ſons preſent who ſtand upon the ſaid Roll, and ſet up any Perſons 
as Preſes and Clerk, other than thoſe who ſhall be choſen by the 
Majority of the Frecholders preſent, ſtanding on the ſaid Roll; 
and that it ſhall not be lawful for any Perſon to act as Preſes or 
Clerk, at any ſuch Election, unleſs they are choſen by the Majo- 
lit of Perſons ſtanding on the ſaid Roll; and every Freeholder 
who ſhall fo ſeparate from the Majority of the Freeholders on the 
Roll, and ſet up any Perſon as Preſes or Clerk, other than thoſe 
"who ſhall be choſen by the Majority as aforeſaid, he ſhall for every 
ſuch Offence faricit the Sum of Fifty Pounds Sterling to the Can- 
didate, who ſhall be choſen by the Majority of the Freeholders, 
from whom ſuch Separation was made, to be recovered by him, 
or his Executors, in the manner herein after directed; and if any 
Perſon preſume to act as Preſes and Clerk, who is not choſen b 
the Majority of the Freeholders on the ſaid Roll, he ſhall for 
every ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Two hundred Pounds Ster- 
ling to the Candidate, who ſhall be choſen by the Majority of the 
Freeholders as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him, or his Executors, 
as herein after directed. | | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the Commiſſioner laſt elected, or in his Abſence the Sheriff, or 
Steward's Clerk, ſhall ſign the Minutes of the Election of Preſes 
and Clerk, and deliver the ſame to the Clerk choſen by the Ma- 
jority of the Freeholders as aforeſaid ; and if the Commiſſioner 
laſt elected, or in his Abſence, the Sheriff, or Steward's Clerk, 
ſhall negle& or refuſe to ſign the aforeſaid Minutes of Election 
of Preſes and Clerk, and deliver the ſame to the Clerk choſen as 
aforeſaid, or ſhall ſign falſe Minutes thereof, he ſhall for every 
ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of One hundred Pounds Sterling, to 
2 cop tht Th 
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the Perſon elected Preſes as aforeſaid, to be recovered, by him. or 
his Executors, in the manner hereafter directed. 235% y | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the Clerk choſen by the Majority of the Freeholders on the afore- 
faid Roll, ſhall return to the Sheriff or Steward, ſuch Perſon as 
ſhall be elected by the Majority of the Freeholders on the Roll 
made up at the Meeting for Election in the manner aforeſaid; and 
if the Clerk choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to return 
the Perſon elected by the Majority of the Freeholders on the Roll 
made up at the Meeting for Election, or ſhall return any Perſon, 
other than him who ſhall be elected by the Majority of the Free- 
holders as aforeſaid, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence, inſtead of the 
Penalty or Forfeiture, to which he is made liable by the aforeſaid 
Act, made in the Seventh Year of his preſent Majeſty, forfeit the 
Sum of Five hundred Pounds Sterling, to the Candidate choſen 
by the Majority of the Freeholders on the aforeſaid Roll, to be 
recovered by him, or his Executors, in the manner herein after 
_ directed. | Ee 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar 
every Sheriff or Steward of any Shire or Stewartry, within that 
Part of Great Britain called Scotland, upon producing to him a 
Copy of the aforeſaid Roll laſt made up by the Freeholders ar - 
the laſt Mrchaelmas Meeting, or at the laſt Election of a Member 
to ſerve in Parliament, extracted and ſigned by the Sheriff, or 
Steward's Clerk, and upon producing and ſhewing to him the 
original Minutes of the Election of Preſes and Clerk, figned by 
the Commiſſioner laſt elected, or in his Abſence by the Sheriff, 
or Steward's Clerk, ſhall annex to the Writ the Return made by 
the Clerk choſen by the Majority of the Freeholders on the afore- 
ſaid Roll; and if any ſuch Sheriff or Steward ſhall neglect or refufe 
to annex to the Writ ſuch Return, or if he ſhall annex to. the 
Writ any Return made by any other Perſon pretending to be Clerk 
to the Election, he ſhall for every fuch Offence, inſtead of the 
Penalty or Forfeiture to which he is made liable by the aforeſaid 
Act made in the Seventh Year of his preſent Majeſty, forfeit the 
Sum of Five hundred Pounds Sterling, to the Perſon returned b 
the Clerk, and choſen by the Majocity of the Frecholders on the 
aforeſaid Roll, to be recovered by him, or his Executors, in the 
manner hereafter directed. . 5 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every Sheriff or Steward of any Shire or Stewartry within that Part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall hold the Michaelmas Head 
Court, in all Time to come, on the Day on which it ſhall appear to 
him to have been moſt uſually held in Times paſt; and to pre- 
vent all Uncertainty in Time coming, every Sheriff or no—_ 
| | a 
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ſhall at leaſt Fourteen Days before Michaelmas next appoint a 
preciſe Day for holding his Michaelmas Head Court in the Year 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Forty-two, and ſhall cauſe inti- 


mate the Day of holding his Court at all the Pariſh Churches 


within his faid Shire or Stewartry, upon a Sunday, at leaſt Eight 
Days preceding the next Michaclmas Head Court. 

And it is hereby Oeclared, That the Days to to be appointed 
by the ſaid Sheriff or Steward before M:chaelmas next, ſhall be 
the Anniverſary for holding the Michaclmas Head Court of the 
ſaid Shire or Stewartry, in all Time coming. 

And whereas at the Election of Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for the Diſtricts of Boroughs in that Part of Great Britain 
called Scetland, it often happens, that more Perſons than One 
claim to be admitted to vote as Committioner for the fame Bo- 
rough, which furniſhes Pretences to the Clerks of the preſiding 
Boroughs for partially making falſe and undue Returns: FO? Re- 
medy whereof, Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
at the annual Election of Magiſtrates and Counſellors, and in all 
the Proceedings previous to the Election of the Magiſtrates and 
Counſellors for the ſucceeding Year, it ſhall not be lawful for the 
Minority of any Meeting for Election either of Magiſtrates or 


Counſellors, to ſeparate from the Majority of thoſe having Right 


to act by the Conſtitution of the Burgh, at ſuch Meetings, upon 
any Pretext whatſoever, nor to make any ſeparate Election of 
Magiſtrates, Counſellors, or Electors ; but the Minority ſhall in 
all Caſes ſubmit to the Election made by the Majority, in all 
the Parts of the Election; and if any Perla elected by the Mi- 
nority of any ſuch Meeting ſhall preſume to vote in the Election 
of Magiſtrates or Counſellors, or in electing the Magiſtrates 
or Counſellors, or in any other Step of the Election, he ſhall 
forfeit the Sum of One ae Pounds Sterling, to any one of 
the Majority of ſuch Meeting, to be recovered by him in the 
manner hereafter directed. 5 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
no Perſon elected to be a Magiſtrate or Counſellor, by a Mino- 
rity of thoſe having Right to vote in Elections of the Magi- 
ſtrates and Counſellors, ſhall, upon any Pretext whatſoever, pre- 
ſume to act as Magiſtrate or Counſellor ; and if any Perion ſhall 
notwithſtanding preſurne to act as Magiſtrate or Counſellor, he 
ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of One hundred Pounds 
Sterling, to the Magiſtrates or Counſellors elected by the Majority, 
or to any of them who ſhall ſue for the ſame, to be recovered by 

him or them, in the manner herein after directed. 
zopided always, and it is hereby Declared and Enacted, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any conſtituent 
; Member, 
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Member, at any Meeting for Election of Magiſtrates or Coun- 
ſellors, or of any Meeting previous to that for the Election of 
Magiſtrates and Counſellors reſpectively, who ſhall apprehend 
any Wrong to have been done by the Majority of ſuch Meeting, 

to apply to the ſaid Court of Seffion, by a ſummary Complaint, for 
rectifying ſuch Abuſe, or for making void the whole Election, if 
irregular, ſo as ſuch Complaint be preſented to the ſaid Court of 
Seſſion within Two Calendar Months after the annual Election 
of the Magiſtrates and Counſellors; and the ſaid Court ſhall 
thereupon grant a Warrant for ſummoning the Magiſtrates and 
Counſellors elected by the Majority upon Thirty Days Notice, 
and ſhall hear and determine the ſaid Complaint ſummarily, 
without abiding the Courſe of any Roll, and ſhall allow to the 
Party who ſhall prevail, their full Coſts of Suit. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar ar every 
Election of Commiſſioners for chooſing Burgeſſes for any Diſtrict 
of Boroughs, in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 
Common Clerk of each Borough within the faid Diſtri& ſhall 
make out a Commiſſion to the Perſon choſen Commiſſioner by 
the major Part of the Magiſtrates and Town Council aſſembled 
for that Purpoſe, which Magiſtrates and Town Council ſhall take 
the Oath of Allegiance, and ſign the ſame with the Aſſurance, 
and ſhall take all the other Oaths appointed to be taken at ſuch 
Election by this or any former Act, if required; and the faid 
Clerk ſhall affix the common Seal of the Borough thereto, and 
ſign ſuch Commiſſion, and ſhall not on any Pretence whatſoever 
make out a Commiſſion for any Perſoa as Commiſſioner, other 
than him who is choſen by the Majority as aforeſaid ; and if any 
Common Clerk of any Borough ſhall negle& or refuſe duly to 
make out and ſign a Commiſſion to the Commiſſioner elected by 

the Majority as aforeſaid, and affix the Seal of the Borough thereto, 
or if he ſhall make out and ſign a Commiſſion to any other 
Perſon, who is not choſen by the Majority, or affix the Common 
Seal of the Borough thereto, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit 
che Sum of Five hundred Pounds Sterling to the Perſon elected Com- 
miſſioner for the ſaid Borough as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him 
or his Executors, in the manner herein after directed, and ſhall 
ſuffer Impriſonment for the Space of Six Calendar Months, and 
be for ever after diſabled to hold or enjoy his faid Office of Come 
mon Clerk of the faid Borough, as effectually as if he was natu- 
rally dead, | | 

And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any other Perſon, who is not the Common Clerk of the Borough, 
ſhall rake upon himſelf to act as ſuch in any Election of a Com- 
miſſion for chooſing a Burgeſs for any Diſtrict of Ln in 
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that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, and ſhall make out a 
Commiſſion for any other Perſon as Commiſſioner, other than the 
Perſon who was choſen by the Majority as aforeſaid, and ſhall 
ſign or affix the Common Seal of the Borough thereto, he ſhall 
for every ſach Offence forfeit the Sum of Five hundred Pound: 
Sterling to the Perſon elected Commiſſioner for the ſaid Borough 
as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him, or his Executors,. in the 
manner herein after directed. Ther 90 
And whezeas by an an Act paſſed in that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, the Fifth Day of February in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seven, (intituled, An Ad for ſet- 
fing the Manner of Electing the Sixteen Peers, and Porty-five 
Commoners, to repreſent Scotland, in the Parliament of Great 
Britain) it is amongſt other Things Enacted, That where the 
Votes of the Commiſſioners for the ſaid Boroughs met to chooſe 
Repreſentatives for their ſeveral Diſtricts to the Parliament of 
Great Britain ſhall be equal, in that Caſe the Preſident of the 
Meeting ſhall have a caiting or deciſive Vote, and that by and 
above his Vote as a Commiſſioner from the Borough from which 
he is ſent; but no Proviſion is made in caſe of the Abſence of the 
Commiſſioner from the preſiding Borough, or of his refuſing to 


vote at ſuch Election: Foꝛ Remedy whereof, Be it Enacted, 


by the Authority aforeſaid, That if the Commiſſioner from the 
preſiding Boroughs fhall be abſent from the Meeting of Com- 
miſſioners for chooſing Burgefles to ſerve in Parliament, or ſhall 
refuſe to vote at fuch Election, the Commiſſioner from the Bo- 
rough which was the preſiding Borough at the laſt Election, and 
if he alfo be abſent, or ſhall refuſe to vote as aforeſaid, the Com- 
miſſioner from the Borough which was the preſiding Borough at 
the Election immediately preceding the laſt; and in caſe he ſhall 
be likewiſe abſent, or ſhall refuſe ro vote as aforeſaid, the Com- 
miſſioner from the Borough which was the laſt preſiding Borough 
but Two, ſhall have in the aforeſaid reſpective Caſes, beſides his 

own Vote, che caſting or deciſive Vote. 1110 1 
And be it further Declared, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
it is no Objection to any Commiſſioner for chooſing a Burgeſs, 
that he is not a Reſidenter within the Borough, bearing all port- 
able Charges with his Neighbours, or that he is no trafficking 
Merchant therein, or that he is not in Poſſeſſion of any Burgage 
Lands, or Houſes, holding of the {aid Borough, and that ſuch 
Qualifications need not be engroſſed in his Commiſſion ; any Law, 
Cuſtom, or Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
at all Meetings of Commiſſioners for chuſing Burgeſſes to ſerve 
in Parliament, the Common Clerk of the preſiding Borough ſhall 
| | allow 
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allow the Votes of ſuch Perſons only who produce Commiſſions 
authenticated by the Subſcription of the Common Clerk, and the 
Common Seal of the reſpective Boroughs within the Diſtrict ; 
and ſhall return to the Sheriff or Steward the Perſon elected by 

the major Part of the Commiſſioners aſſembled. whoſe Commil- 
fions are authenticated as aforeſaid; and if he neglect or refuſe 
to return ſuch Perſon ſo elected to the Sheriff or Steward, or if 
he ſhall return to the Sheriff or Steward any Perſon other than 
him who is elected, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence, inſtead of 
the Penalty or Forfeiture to which he is made liable by the afore- 
ſaid Act made in the Seventh Year of His preſent Majeſty, forfeic 
the Sum of Five hundred Pounds Sterling to the Candidate elected 
by the Majority of the Commiſſioners aſſembled, whoſe Com- 
miſſions are authenticated as aforeſaid, to be recovered by him, or 
his Executors, in the manner herein after directed; and he ſhall 
alſo ſuffer Impriſonment for the Space of Six Calendar Monthe, 
and be for ever after diſabled to hold or enjoy his ſaid Office ot 
Common Clerk of the preſiding Borough, as if he was naturally dead. 

And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That that every 
Sheriff or Steward in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland 
ſhall annex to the Writ the Return made by the aforeſaid Clerk 
of the preſiding Borough; and if any ſuch Sheriff or Steward 
neglect or refuſe to annex to the Writ ſuch Return, or if he ſhall 
annex to the Writ any Return made by any other Perſon, he ſhall 
for every ſuch Offence, inſtead of the Penalty or Forfeiture to 
which he is made liable by the aforeſaid Act made in the Seventh 
Lear of his preſent Majeſty, forteit the Som of Five hundred 
pounds Sterling to the Candidate returned by the aforeſaid Clerk 


of the preſiding Borough, to be recovered by him, or his Execu- 


tors, in the manner herein after directed. | | 

Pꝛovided always, Thar if any Perſon to whom no Commiſ- 
ſion is made out as aforeſaid; ſhall inſiſt that he was duly elected 
the Commiſſioner from any Royal Borough, the Perſon ſo claim- 
ing ſhall be admitted to the Meeting of che Commiſſioners for 


chufing Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament; and may at the faid 


Mecting make Offer of taking all the Oaths required by Law, 
and declare for whom he would have voted, had he been duly 


commiſſioned ; which Oaths the Clerk of the prefiding Borough 


is hereby required and impowered to adminiſter ; and the ſaid. 


Clerk alſo ſet down in the Minutes of Proceedings the Declara- 


tion of ſuch Perſon: as to the Candidate for whom he would 


have voted, had he been duly commiſſioned ; but the ſaid Clerk 
ſhall upon no Pretence whatſoever receive or conſider ſuch Perſon 


as a legal Voter, or ſuch Declaration as a legal Vote at ſuch 


Election. 
And 
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And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar in 
all Elections of Commiſſioners for chuſing Burgeſſes, and before 
they proceed to Election, the common Clerk of each Borough 
ſhall take and ſubſcribe the following Oath, which any of the 
Magiſtrates, or in their Abſence any Twoof the Town Council, 
are hereby impowered and required to adminiſter : 


I A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have not directly nor indirectiy, 
by way of Loan, or other Device whatſoever, received any Sum 
er Sums of Money, Office, Place, Employment, Gratuity or Re- 
ward, or any Bond, Bill, or Note, or any Promiſe of any Sum or 
Sums of Money, Office, Place, Employment, or Gratuity whatjo- 
ever, either by myſelf or any other, to my Uſe or Benefit, or Ad- 
vantage, to make out any Commiſſion for a Commiſſioner for chuſing 
a Burgeſs ; and that I will duly make out a Commiſjion to the Com- 
miſſioner wwho ſhall be choſen to the Majority of the Town Council 
aſſembled, and to no other Perſon. 


So help me G OD. 


And that at all Meetings of the Commiſſioners for chuſing Burgeſſes 
to ſerve in Parliament, and before they proceed to the Election, 
the Clerk of the prefiding Borough ſhall take and ſubſcribe the 
following Oath, which the Commiſſioner for the preſiding Bo- 
rough, or in his Abſence any other of the Commiſſioners, is 
hereby required and impowered to adminiſter : 


A. B. do ſolemnly fwear, That I have not directly or indire&ly, 
by way of Loan, or other Device whatſoever, received any Sum 
or Sums of Money, Office, Place, Employment, Gratuity or 
Reward, or any Bond, Bill or Note, or any Promiſe of any Sum 
or Sums of Money, Office, Place, Employment or Gratuity what- 
ſeever, either by myſelf or any other, to my Uſe, or Benefit, or 
Advantage, to make any Return at this Election of a Member to 
ſerve in Parliament; and that I will return to the Sheriff or 
Steward the Perſon elected by the najor Partof the Commiſſioners 
aſſembled, whoſe Commiſſions are authenticated by the Subſcription 
of the Common Clerk, and Common Seal, of the reſpective Boroughs 
of this Diſtrict. | | | 
| So help me G OD. 


And that all the Elections of a Member to ſerve in Parliament 
for any County or Stewartry, in that Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, the Clerk choſen by the Majority of ſuch Perſons as 

| | ſtand 


{ 29 J 


ſtand upon the ſaid Roll laſt made up by the Freeholders, whe- 
ther at the Michaelmas Court, or at the laſt Election of a Mem- 
ber to ſerve in Parliament, ſhall, immediately after his Election, 
take and ſubſcribe the following Oath, which the Preſes of the 
Meeting is hereby required and impowered to adminiſter : 


1 A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, That I have not directly or indirectiy, 
by way of Loan, or other Device whatſoever, received any Sum 
or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or Employment, Gratuity, or 
Reward, or any Bond, Bill, or Note, or any Promiſe of any Sum 
or Sums of Money, Office, Place, Employment, or Gratuity what- 
ſoe ver, by myſelf, or any other, to my Uſe, or Benefit, or Advan- 
tage, to make any Return at the preſent Election of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament; and that I will return to the Sheriff or Steww- 
ard the Perſon elected by the Majority of the Freebolders, upon the 
Roll made up at this Election, and who fhall be preſent, and vote 
at this Meeting, | | 
So help me G OD. 


And whereas by an Act of Parliament made in the Second 
Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, (intituled, An Act for 
the more eſfectual preventing Bribery and Corruption in the Election 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament) it is Enacted, That every 
Sheriff, Mayor, Bayliff, Headborough, or other Perſon, being 
the Returning Officer of any Member to ſerve in Parliament, 
ſhall immediately after reading the Writ or Precept for the Ele- 
ction of fuch Members, take and ſubſcribe the Oath contained 
in the aforeſaid Act; Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That ſo much of the ſaid Act as requires the ſaid Oath to be 
taken by any Returning Officer, within that Part of Great Bri- 
tain called Scotland, ſhall be, and is hereby repealed. 

Ind whereas Doubts have ariſen, whether the ſaid Act extends 
to the Electors of Commiſſioners for chuſing Burgeſſes; Be it 
hereby declared and Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the Electors of Commitfioners from any Royal Borough within 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, for ehuſing Burgeſſes 
to Parliament, are within the true Intent and Meaning of the 
faid Act, to be conſidered as Electors of the Member to {ſerve in 
Parliament, and ſhall be ſo deemed and adjudged to all Intents 
and Purpoſes whatfoever, and ſhall be liable to all the Proviſions, 
Forfeitures, and Incapacities to 1 Perſons voting, or claim- 
2155 | ing 
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ing to vote, for any Member to ſerve in Parliament, are made 
liable by the ſaid Act. 8 
And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Com- 
mon Clerk of each Borough be, and is hereby, impowered and 
required to adminiſter, to the Common Council aſſembled, the 
Oath required by the aforeſaid Act to be taken, if any Ong of the 
Town Council ſhall demand the ſame. | 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any Elector of a Member of Parliament, or of a Commiſſioner 
for chuſing a Burgeſs, ſhall ſwear and ſubſcribe wilfully and falſly 
the Oath againſt Bribery, contained in the aforeſaid Act, made in 
the Second Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty ; or if any 
Perſon ſhall preſume wilfully and falſly to ſwear and ſubſcribe any 
of the Oaths required to be raken by this Act, and ſhall thereof 
be lawfully convicted, he ſhall incur the Pains and Puniſhments 
of Perjury, and be proſecuted for the ſame, according to the Laws 
and Forms in ſuch Caſe provided. 
And whereas by the aforeſaid Act made in that Part of Great 
Britain called England, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of King 
William the Third, (intituled, An Ad for the further regulating Elect- 
ions of Members to ſervein Parliament, and for the preventing irregu- 
lar Proceedings of Sheriffs, and other Officers, in the electing and re- 
turning ſuch Members) it is amongſt other Things Enacted, That 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Great Seal for the Time being, ſhall iſſue out the Writs for Elec- 
tion of Members to ſerve in the ſame Parliament, with as much 
Expedition as the ſame may be done; and that as well upon the 
calling or ſummoning any new Parliament, as alſo in caſe of any 
Vacancy during this preſent or any future Parliament, the ſeveral 
Writs ſhall be delivered to the proper Officer, to whom the Execu- 
tion thereof doth belong or appertain, and to no other Perſon 


' whatſoever ; and that every ſuch Officer, upon Receipt of the 
' fame Writ, ſhall, upon the Back thereof, indorſe the Day he 


received the ſame : Be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That ſo much of the ſaid Act, as is before recited, ſhall be, and is 
hereby, extended to that Part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar 
every Penalty or Forfeiture by this Act impoſed in that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall and may be ſued for, and 
recovered, by way of ſummary Complaint before the Court of 
Seſſion, upon Thirty Days Notice to the Perſon complained of, 
without abiding the Courſe of any Roll; which ſaid Complaint 
the Court of Seſſion is hereby authorized and required to deter- 
| mne, 
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mine, as allo to declare the Diſabilities and Incapacities, and to 
direct the It priſonments as herein provided. 

Pꝛovided always, and it is hereby Declared and Enacted, 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Perſon ſhall be made liable 
to any Incapacity, Diſability, Forſciture, or Penalty, by this Act 
impoſed, in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, unleſs 


Proſecution be commenced within One Year after ſuch Iucapacity, 
Diſability, Forfeiture, or Penalty, ſhall be incurred. 


The BILL (with the Amendments) to 
Explain and Amend the Laws touch- 
ing the Elections of Members to ſerve 
for the Commons in Parliament, and 
to refrain the Partiality, and regu- 
late the Conduct, of Returning Offi- 
cers at ſuch Elections. 


